
 

 

 

Committee Recommendations  

A. The supreme importance of the Gershom Scholem Collection: Any discussion 
of the fate of the collection must begin with an understanding of its significance 
and of the unique and exceptional requirement that the bulk of the collection be 
kept as a single unit separate from other collections. 

B. Continued development of the Collection: The National Library will continue 
to implement its current policy. 

C. The Collection comprises a singular, attractive center for scholars and for 
collaboration between researchers from across the world: This requires its 
existence in a separate space in order to ensure proper consideration and 
cultivation of the Collection's special user base.  

D. Importance of proximity to the Judaica Collection Reading Room: The 
Collection's location on the same level as the Judaica Collection Reading Room 
will enable easy access to both collections from one place. 

E. Arrangement of books: The order and classification of the collection, which is 
an integral part of its character, will be maintained. 

F. The proper balance between the obligation to preserve and safeguard the 
Collection and to make it accessible to readers and researchers: 

1.  The status of all books in the Collection will be re-examined, with the aim of 
decreasing the number of books considered to be "rare" in order to 
preserve the original character and scope of the Collection to the greatest 
extent possible. This will also facilitate collaboration with researchers who 
may have specific suggestions regarding the status of certain books as 
"rare", though the National Library will ultimately determine the 
classification of each item. 

2. Books defined as "rare" following this re-examination will be stored in the 
Library's rare items storage area. 

3. Rare books may be read in the Special Collections Reading Room. 
4. Digital and facsimile versions of most of the rare items will be made 

available, according to the level of demand, and will be located in the 
relevant area according to topic.  

5. Books not defined as "rare" which nonetheless possess some special 
significance (i.e. those with handwritten notes from Prof. Scholem) will be 
accorded a special status. These books will be stored in the Scholem 
Collection, with special attention paid to their proper preservation. 
Moreover, photocopying equipment will be placed in the Scholem 
Collection, so that there is no need to remove these special items for any 
reason.  


